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1 . BELIEVE A PRESIDENTIAL RESPONSE TO WINNIE MANDELA'S 
THOUGHTEUL LETTER IS DESIRABLE, BUT IT IS PREFERABLE THAT 
IT BE DONE ORALLY ON THE PRESIDENT'S BEHALE RATHER THAN 
IN WRITING. NORMALLY I WOULD PREEER A WRITTEN RESPONSE, 

BUT AT THIS PARTICULAR STAGE, WITH SAG SENSITIVITIES 
RUNNING SO HIGH AND THEIR COOPERATION ON NAMIBIA AND 
RHODESIA BEING SO IMPORTANT, I THINK IT IS PRUDENT NOT TO 
INTRODUCE AN ELEMENT WHICH COULD FURTHER COMPLICATE OUR 
RELATIONS. WE THEREFORE PROPOSE THAT THE DEPARTMENT 
CONSIDER RECOMMENDING TO THE WHITE HOUSE THAT STEMPLE 
BE USED TO CONVEY AN ORAL REPLY. 

2. IP IT IS DECIDED TO PROCEED AS WE SUGGEST, WE RECOMMEND 
A RESPONSE ALONG THE FOLLOWING LINES: "THE PRESIDENT HAS 
ASKED THAT I SEE YOU AGAIN TO TELL YOU PERSONALLY HOW 
PLEASED HE WAS TO RECEIVE YOUR THOUGHTEUL LETTER. HE 
DEEPLY APPRECIATES YOUR FRANKNESS AND YOUR UNDERSTANDING 
OP THE LIMITATIONS WE PACE IN ATTEMPTING TO EXERT A CON- 
STRUCTIVE INPLUENCE IN SOUTH APRICA FOR THE BENEPIT OP ALL 
SOUTH APRICANS. THE PRESIDENT WANTS TO ASSURE YOU OF 

THE PIRM DEDICATION OP HIS ADMINISTRATION TO ENCOURAGING 
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RESPECT POR HUMAN RIGHTS AND JUSTICE FOR ALL ON A WORLD- 
WIDE BASIS. IT IS A CORNERSTONE OP HIS POREIGN POLICY, 

DEEPLY ROOTED IN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE AND VALUES. HE 
ALSO WANTS YOU TO KNOW OF HIS DETERMINATION NOT TO BE 
DISSUADED BY THE ENORMOUS DIFPICULTIES INVOLVED IN CARRY- 
ING THIS POLICY FORWARD. FINALLY, THE PRESIDENT HAS 
ASKED THAT I EXPRESS TO YOU HIS GRATITUDE POR YOUR 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


ENCOURAGEMENT AND GOODWILL AND HIS HEART-FELT HOPE EOR THE 
EARLY REALIZATION OE HUMAN RIGHTS, PEACE AND PROSPERITY 
EOR ALL SOUTH AERICANS." 

3. MRS. MANDELA WILL PRESUMABLY ASK ABOUT HER "SPECIAL 
REQUEST" EOR HELP IN SECURING RELEASE OE THE POLITICAL 
PRISONERS ON ROBBEN ISLAND. WE SUGGEST THE EOLLOWING 
REPLY: "WE ARE NOT PRESENTLY IN A POSITION TO EFEECT 
THEIR RELEASE. WE WILL NEVERTHELESS CONTINUE OUR EEEORTS 
TO PERSUADE SOUTH AERICAN AUTHORITIES OE THE WISDOM OF 
AVOIDING THE CRISIS YOU MENTIONED BY ELIMINATING 
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND ALLOWING EULL PARTICIPATION 
BY ALL ITS CITIZENS ON AN EQUAL BASIS IN THE POLITICAL 
LITE OE SOUTH AERICA." 

BOWDLER 
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